5th July, 1918 kilocal n_ews)

BRAHMS' REQUIEM. We would remind our readers that
the open-air performance of this work by Mr. Francis
Foote's Choir takes place in the beautiful gardens
of Bredbury on Wednesday next.

or;ﬂoﬁI_O_—KT&i‘UNBRmGE ‘
WELLS. -

THE FRANCIS J. FOOTE CHOIR'S NOBLE
‘ PERFORMANGE OF BRAHMS'

£, ) "REQUIEM.”

" Pleasant memories 2 . cherished  in
Tunbridge Wells concerhing the festival
performance given by the Francis J.

giirdens of *Bredbury,” Mount Ephraim,
of Mendelssohn's " Elijah.” Anticipations
were naturally rifé that a similar plea-
fure would be cnjoyed on Wednesday at
530, when the grounds ,were agnin very
kindly promised by Mr. and Mm. T. J. G.
Duncaneon to the samd Cheir for their
concert. in aid of the' 8t. Dunstan's

hearing a great choral work in the open-
air--wae given at the Great Hall instead’
The work chosen on this oocaelon was
Brahm's noble * Regulem,” with which
Mr. Foote is on terms -of ‘the greatest in-
fog| thoroughly epiriteal and  upliftin
comifort, hope and victory, the entire ser-
vioo of all these attributes befng the
Holy Writ upon which the composer
‘fourrded hirm music mrermon for the uni-
verse. About o month ago the sa®e work
‘was given before a nmtvdo:l and appre-
ciative audience nt Easthourne by Mr.
Foote's Choral and Orchastral Societies,
and the general opinion  expresscd was

‘ried  its true messag

that never before had the town enjoyed
such a rich musical treat,

On that occasion, na well 68 on. Wed-
nesduy evening, the Conductor .wus gup-
ported in an entirely wholé-hearted inan-
ner by his loyal forees, and the solo

parls were sustained by Mica Ada Forreast.

(soprano) and Mr. Dan Richards (bass).
The music; so inspiring to 4 war-worn

~world, tired with conflicting thoughts, yet

tlways braced up for more sacrifice. car-
ed of comfort und
consplition to the wnudiédnce inm the Great
Hall.” The magnetic force of the Condue-
tor was transmitted to every department

| of his finely-cquipped cheéir; the sopranos

sung as it werc with one voice, and the’

hwrmonies prodneced were always. loftly,
and as thotigh the music was intended
to appeal to the mhldﬁl

the sensea. In ehort, the epirit of the
mighty Bralma pervoded his work, and

‘in every eoulful pass.ge he: Hwved sgnin,

lo comfort the world in troublous times.
There are few musicians .of our time who
mderstand, the great modern composer in
the name way that Mo, Foote under-
wtanda him, amd Tunbridge Welle and
some of the Sussex towns, too,“should be
grateful that they have|the influence of
hia gening and understangding about them

Homes for' Blinded Soldiers. The clima-
tic conditions having changed rather sund- |
denly, however,' the performance—to the |
disappointment of . music-lovers who. enjoy !

timacy, agd ean alwayé be relled upon.

resdling of this wonderful ‘oratorio of

nd not only to !

Foote Choir lust year in the lovely restful .

The opening chorus of | the “Requicm,” |

“HBleased are they that mourn,” (wde an |
fndlication "that the cholh was up to its

usnal high standard of ““form.” Thero

wiud not a phrase in the whole of that '

romforting possage that 'was not embued |

with mugicinnly tane an(\ltho harmony of
great {thoughts, and ns

to helght after height.) reaching: thoir
#eron:d grent. elimax [n the praiee fuguo.
nnd the final ellmux of the virian revéaled
" HBlersed ure the dead which die-in the
Lord hencéforth: yewn. wnith the Spirit,
thnt they may rest from thair labours
and their works do follow
racined translixed by the glory of Ahe
wark they bl undortalon, 1t wos «o at

he ¢hoir soared.

them,” they |

CFasthourne, idl The samé MMpremalon proe |

vndleyl "ot T'nnbridge Wella, dmd those who
have heord the " Regnicm' performed hy
feativiel choirn In festivol towns declared
that the interpretation given by the Fran-
ooa J. Foote Cheir el nat have been
aurpnascdl dn e grand chornl portiona,
Mr. Dan Richards held the nudience at o
tenrlon during hls rich and Impreasive

rmlrlnr;iur <|>( “Tord make me to know' .
nin

wnal njen the majeatio mlo, " Here on
enrth have we no continhlng plnee,” hin
deep Temonant voleo misle avery note toll,
Mian Ada ¥orrest, wlth[ whom savary
cholrmastor fecls »0 etre
e e it 4
sound. nigue
e wilh e 8
- BOprAnO musie, " Yo
the choir.eupporiin

chorns, "' Yeu, I wiﬁ:.com(ort. you as .one
whom his own mother comforteth,” The
; ngsured. confidence (without self
* w;’r;ﬂ which this portion.pf the
‘rendered, shbuhl .alone. e rej
heart of the choirmaster and h
bim oertain that all.the troab
taken for many years to attain
in making the best music.lov

.

own sake intrinsically has bee worth
while. They who | sing it thus rpust cer-
tainly ‘love it, and how ¢ ey who
listen da otherwiser : e ‘

The splendid |professional orchdstra, in-

cluding members” of Sir Henry| Woods',
8ir 'Thomns Beecham's and
Academy Orchestrus; enhanced _
ment cuorousiy, and.the rever¢not man-
ner in which: the work was handled ac-
counted for the note of - succ
sounded so|clear and true from |start to
tinish.. L 4 i
Mr. Francis J..Foote writes us| cxpress-

ing his sincere regrets to the large num- |
ber of the public who wbre unable to

gain admiseion to the performance. Ile
adds:—l'he 'entire scating accommodution
of the Great Hall was absorbed within a
few minutes of the opening of the doors
It:waa distressing to me to sce the stream
of keenly disappointod people turned away
and denied the privilege of |hearing
Brahms' might work, although. with the
splendid support of mny choir and orches-
.tra, I did my best to meet the junfortu-
nate oxigencies of tho moment hy deecid-
Ing upon a repeat performan within
half-an-hour- of the firat o, of which an
overflow audienco of al
themselves. Yet, for many ne, 'a
large number of thpso who sought admis-
sion in vain to the first pcr!'ormu,‘lm were
not able to wvail themsclves. of the later
one, I regrot this: the more for, whilst
‘tho first. rendering rof the * l&etl‘uium”
was in my judgment splendidly given, the
combined choir and orchestrun sang and
played. the second time as if tnder a

May 1 eay how muech I valuo the many
tokens I have had, and contihue [to have,
of tho decuyest approciation cxprpssed of
the uplifting - and ennobling infl
the performance from many of tl
sent, which represented tho high
rich and poor of the community. I am
convinced that the more opportunitics we
have of hearing performances in these un-
balancing ‘days of &wch works as [Brahms’
" Requiem® (n work supreme in the whole
realm of mpsien] ercations), the better
for us all. It is significant that an im-
mense  audience  asmembled
noble precinct of Lincoln Cathedral a few
days ago to hear Brahme' masterplece,
Had the weather permitted the effort to
be made it the benutiful grounds of
" Bredbury,” an intended, probally 1,000
niore people wonld have attended,|thereby
niding  more  effectively the' two worthy
vhjects wo had - in view of assisting. 'l'o
ope nnd all mwy bost thanks for | services
# splendidly given.

ut - 300 availed

within  the




