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19th April, 1912

Great Hall, Tunbridge Wells.
Wednesday, May 8, 7.45

| The world's greatest choral work BACH'S B MINOR

MASS, Francis J. Foote's Choir and professional
orchestra — 150 performers - eminent artistes.

| SOPRANO Miss Ada Forrest, TENOR Mr. Cynlais Gibbs,
! ALTO Miss Gertrude Lonsdale, BASS Mr. Thorpe Bates.

LEADER Spencer Dyke,
Carriages at 9.45.

CONDUCTOR Francis J. F

5 | ’epeated on 26th April, 1912

A MEMORIAL CONCERT. |

MR. FRANCIS J. FOOTES' CHOIR
AND.ORCHESTRA PERFORM BACH'S
: “B MINDR MASS."

Music is undoubtedly the most human
of all the arts. Painters and sculptors
are restrained by certain rulgs and con-
ventions; they can but depict the emo-
tions, but music can expreas them 10 a
vital fashion, and there is no depth of
ioy or sorrow that cannot be touched
y & chord or a cadence, thongh tﬁha com-
weer mar be long since dead. This wns
th at the performance given in the
Great Hall on Wednesday evening by Mr.
Francis J. Foote and his choir and pro-
fessional orchestra, For the work—
chosen with pathetic appropriateness as
things turned out—was the massire and
| magnificent Mass in B Minor by Bach.
. When Mr. Fouts began to rehearse this.
_which is acknowledged to be the greatest
choral wbrk éxmnt, he little thought it
would take the form of a requiem for
those lest te us by a great national dis-
aster, or that its proceeds would go to
assuage the ne of those who have
suffered- so sorely by that Ilnss; yet had
he been able to foretell this tregedy of
the sea, where could he have foun in
the whole library of vocal and instru-
mental music a dirge so wanderful as the
‘TCrecifizux,” with-its grand opening
| chords, & chorus breathing so I‘ervr'r)?}sr
of the life beyond the igrave, as it
resurrexit,” or a finale so full of "-‘f:
essence of peace as { [lona nobis pacem?
Atl these and mn[}y other mnﬁmﬁqent
numbers are contsined in the Minor
Mass of Sahastian Bach, who was brought
back to life again by the spirited per-
formance of his music a} the concert in
question,  All the public tegimonials
to the Titanic suffercrs and survivors
{ have boen noble, unselfish, and thor-
ughiv English, but a  tribute from
musicians like thosa of Francis J. Foote's
I choir and erchestra has a pathetic signi-
ficance, hecause of the mwociation  of
It thnse nthier musicians whose death was
tha finest and moad heroic thing in the
whole disaster. It may not be generally
knowr that Wesley Woodwanl, the
I ‘ceflist nn the ill-fated vessel, who was
named after his ancestor, the great
|| Charlea Wesley, lived and worked for
| many years in Easthoutoe, where Mr.
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The Tatter, in undertaking tn give a
concert of the lofty and ambitions char-
acter of last Wednesday, could He reliad
upon for parrying opt the sgmallest de-
tails =ith the great@t artistry: and so
it was no surprisg’that the (ireat Iall
was (docorated with taste and a  good
sanse of the fitness of things. Purple and
white drapery were used to good effegt
in front of the platform. while the Con-
ductor’s desk was hranched with white
and manve lilac, amaller groups of the
kind being rarried all the way nlong. A
big lanrel wreath, tied with deep purple
ribban, waa the central ornament, and
thia, we learn, was the gift of Mr, Smith,
the lpeal Aoriat, ‘

The audienca’ wna large and hapoily
very recoptive; only now and again, after
s specially heautiful rend ring
number, waa tha Conductor’s
unhroken sjlence hroken through hy a
faint applavasa from the hark, T‘lllt thia,
hy ita vory garishness, waz soon guelled,
and the <rnea wuf enjoymeant all around
waa profound,

Mr. Fonte was furtunate, na nanal, in
hia nhoire of ptincipals,  Hnrk -nl-[-nrf
na wa:s affnrded hy Misa Ada  Frreat
saprann), Misa (jertruds [onsdale .lh.).
Mr. Cynlata (Jihbha  (tenne), and Mr. 4
Thorpe Hatea (haac) heing naturally of
immenaa valua tn tha prosduetion. The
duat, " Chrigte Klsisn," by tha twn
Indioa, wpna eahanred hy tha lieanty of
3 mein here
“being excaptionally fine, and the orches-
tral salo by Mg Spencer Dyke (leader)
twas a feature of “* Laudemus te,” so
exquisitely rendered by Miss Ada Forest
The duet 'between this lady and Mr.
Crnlais Gibbs, * Domine Deus,” was also
a beautiful pirce of singing, in which

wiah for

 both executants earned the warmest ad-

miration.

Mies Gertrude Lonsdale manifestad
exactly the right religious fervour in
“Qui Sedes ad dexteram Patris,” and
was rewarded with an exquisite foral
tribute at the close of her work.

Mr. Thorpe Ilates sang with the nas-

surance that satisfics an aundience, but

| not with the self-assurance that distracts

it, the great bas< solo, " Ft in Spiritam
Sanctum’’; and Mr. Cynlais Gibbs did
equally well 1o the Benedictus.” Some

regret was occasioned that owing to the |

lateness of the hour, and the neceasity
for catching the london train, some of
the numbérs had to be omitted, notabl
the glerious solo, ““ Augus Dei,” whic
we are sure Miss Lonsdale would have

Foote's name is I-onuminﬁ a household
word 1n the musical world. .

done justice to.
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~ The chotr is’just now better constif@ted
than ever it has been, otherwise Mr.
Foote dared not have risked his musical
reputation by presenting so ambitious
a work as the “ B Minor Mass.”* But he
dug no pitfalls for himself, and his choice
been sung of thergrand opening choras,
“Kyrie Elewson,” which 1s foifo
& largo of suspassing beauty. Always the
i climax was well worked up, though the
planissimo were l\mnhtfullr obsarved,
especially in the tunching chorus, " Et

Incarnatns Fast. Perhaps the finest
prece of choral work was in "Rt
reaurrexit, the atmccato effects a

the closa of the “ Sanctus ™ delighting th
cultured ear, and *“ Hosanna in exce, sis,’

iin the very - atmosplere
{he wrote this memo
jcould the auvdience escape
| enveloping influence?

.Among the fashionable andienca wa
noticed Mr. Counncillor Vaughan (ower
(Deputr Mayar), who was supported by
IHr. Alderman Caley, r. Councillor
{ Snell and others. The Mayor (Councillor
Sydney Sladen) waa unavoidably abeent,
but among others nresent were Mr. and
| Mre. Eeginald Bull, Miss Walford, Mr.
jand Mrs. Mackensie Fairfax (who was

of Bach when

from

iptm'imz at the Calverley Hotel), Mrs.
i\ulpnhm Pegge (of Kastbourne), Miss
Marler, Mims Sibella Jones and others.

Madame Sarah

_ v Grand is prolibited from
attending eveni

funetions just now, a

mnueh -wgreth-d"ﬁmr inahilig_r to be p:f-

. ITmmediately after the Mass, which
had bean preceded by An“impressive ren-
;}.ﬁ:a of the “Dead Mnrch in Saul **
H': el), and of the hymn, Nearer my
b to Thee,* Mr, Councillor
Vaughan Gower, on  behalf of
the Mayor, to  whosa fynq for
the Titanic sufferers the , profits  of
the concert are to be devoled. congrata-
Iated Mr. Foote very hearti
performance.  Hle  confeased that lLe
thought at first the choice of thia Mass
of Bach was a VETY ,COUTAZPOus, not (g
say n presnmptnous one, for it was the
most cxacting thing of the kind ever
| written, and bristling with technicalitios:
{ but evefy har had been perfectly inter.
mrpl:d, and had been listened to with
raptnrons  enjorment Hr  eapeci
thanked Mr. Poots for his l-norrml-nl-ilr{
giving the procesda  of the concert tn
| the Mayor's Fand, but the expenses of
{mich a concert mnst natnrally be yveary
heavy, nnd the saggestion had heen netal
upon of having a colleotion at the door
[ to nurnwnl the fand, d
t "‘,‘ Y lruwanla the ronce
jroming from  varioos gqoarters, )
‘r"”-ri' and Co. having kindly !-;mrh.;
‘thaire. while Mesare. Dnrtnall wensr.
‘oualy moved the piann, whirh had heen
lent br tha kindress of Medgre. ll‘prmi!ui-
| frea of rhargs, Mr, Rirnnge, the chpit'e
| firal Serretary, Inaked after the senting
{arrangemente, whirh  wers admiraldy
| managed; nlen nther official dntica arm.’
| nerted with the municipal slde of {he

rt wan forth.

| toncert,

wed by

was [ully justified befure many bars had .

was, as i should be. in very truth, n?
hymn of praise. One felt that the choir, |
the orchestra and the condnctor, wars |

ble Mass, and hLow |
its

Iy on the |



