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MR. FRANCIS J. FOOTE’S
CHOIR.

CHORAT, AND ORCIIESTRAL
CONCERT,

The musically cultured inhabitants of
Tunbridge Wells and vieinity have with-
in the shert space of ten days had an
exceptional opportunity offered them of

Dvorak, and Tehatkowsky. On Menday,
March 30th, Sir Edward Elgar's “Tho
Kingdom” was introduced with great
success, and on_ Wednesday evening of
this week Mr Francis J. Toote’s choir
iresented  Braliams'  ** Requiem,”  an
!llvor-'l.k‘s “Te Deum,” when there wan
also included Tchaikovsky's “ Violin
Coneerto in D, with full orchestra.
Heahms' devotional work had been per-

ita beauties will ngver Lire, and conse-
quently a re-visit was weleome.. It was
in the “ German Requiem” that Brahms
eslablished his fame, and from that timse
of its appearance (1868} every now work
published by him became, it is said, an
event in the musical life of Germany,
and indoed in this country alse. The
colossal work in guestion, which, when
first produced. was without the soprano
wsolo  wilth chorus attached, contuins
wonderful originality of thought and ex-
pression. with deep emolional tonderness
and nobla themes; while the choice of
words throughout revenls u strong sense
of the vanity and emptiness of human
life. A fow bars by the horns and,
strings forme the introduction to the
.first chorus, “ Blessed are they that
mourn,” which was accompanioad by the
woodwind, horns, ' cellos, and string
basses auly. The remaining choruses,
gome of an overwhelming character,
were sung in a truly spirited fashion,
when neoessary; the [ugal paertions re-
ceiving thoroughly competent treatment
by Mr Feole's well truined forces. A
romposition of this kind, dealing as it
does with such n selemn subjel, i
which, however, the song of hope per-
meates thronghout the work, demands
masterly writing, and only in the handa
of such musionl giarts as Bralima could

! enpable exponents:of theiy parts.
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this be done. ‘The choruns singing on the
whole wae distinguished by a high level
of excellenoe, unﬁ it was pleasurable

witness the strict atfention paid to Mr
l'oote’s ronductorsu.p, being particularly
noticeabla in the wonderful chorus,
“ Jlera on earth -have we no continuing
place,”” when the aorchestra also ‘was
heard to ita fullest advantage, The solos
in the Requiem are entrusted to
soprano and baritene, in cach case heing
associated with the chorugea, Miss Ethel
Listor and Mr Percival Driver proving

{r Francis J, Foote is to he apecially

*“Ta Deum,” which formed the recond
choral work on Wginesday evenming.
Here again the choir lwinging in. Latin)

it was possible, with the composer’s re.
%uir'ementx, the orchestration, of which

vornk wans a past master, heing of a
brilliant character, and forming a greht
feature. A3 in the caso of the uiem,
the soprano and baritone solos are allied
to the choruses, the same artistes tak-
ing part, whon Miss Ethel Lister’s fine
voice was heard to much advantage in
the finale, soaring above the ocombined

An exceptional -musical treat waq in
.store for those assembled in the Great
Hall, and this_will be understood when

world-renowned  violinist, who  very
kindly came down bolj’:luy Téhaikovaky’s
“ Violin Conoerto in nm,'or.” The con-
ductor (Mr Foobe) gratefully -acknow-
ledges in the progranime the kind assist-
ance of Herr Wesscley in coming bo Tumr-jj
bridge Woella at considerable incon-|
venience to anErthm %gantio work, and|
mentions. that Herr Wesseley was inti-
mate with the greatest Ruessian composer|
of all timé,.and was the first to intreduce
this patricular Concerto to  England
where it has now bocome an established
favaurite classio, A magnificent per-
formance from the gifted violinist, in

quality of tone nbounded, was naturally
expected; and each of the movements
(ably nemsted, with erchestral accompani.
ment) was reseived with a perfeet hurri.
cane of applause. Referring. to_ th4
thoroughly enjoyable eoncert on Wed
nesday evening, Mr Framcis J. Footd
is. to, be again warmly ocomplimén,
ted, giving another instance of the musis
cal earnestness which  induces him tq
place before Tunbridge Wells audiences,
a8 he has done in the past, music warthy
of its best traditions. We have alread)
-mentioned the excellenit results attained
b{’IMr Foote on Wed » who invari
a

a

y obtaine from his eingers-and playery
he music set bg-
Mr Foobe pays

t with threp

postic,
fore them.
and Tt ie worthy om_:ghim
or ‘four exceptions it: waa. Jeoul 4
E'"’h prdemlona; players, led by Mp
pencer Dyks. rom & ohoral and
 erchestral . stan therefore, - ah
assurance of success may’also be antiof-
pl.hd‘ in th? future,: certainly deserving
¢ d, on every ion,, |

tic rendering of ti
Then




