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11th Januar}:m1967"

Mr., Francis J. Foote's Choir
The weekly rehearsals of BACH'S PASSION MUSIC (ST.
MATTHEW) will be resumed at Mr. Foote's Studio, Opera

House Buildings, on Thursday next at 8.15.

There are a few vacancies in the Contralto, Tenor &
Bass parts. The conductor will be in attendance at the
Studio at 7.30 on Thursday evening to interview any
ladies and gentlemen desirous of becoming members.

March 8th, 1907

OPERA HOUSE

Wed., 27th March, 1907 7.45
Mr. Francis J. Foote's Choir,
Soloists, choruses and Orchestras of over 170 performers.

GRAND BACH CONCERT

including The Passion of our Lord

Chaconne for Solo violin -

Concerto in D minor for 2 violins
Solo violin Herr Hans Wessely

| Leader of the 1st orchestra Mr. Spencer Dyke
Leader of the 2nd orchestra Mr. Rowsby Woof

at the organ Mr. G.D. Cunningham
Conductor Mr. Francis J. Foote

Lk s Sy Soavouas,
28 Moo Qo7

" MR. FRANCIS J. FOOTE'S |
_ CHOIR.

—_—

RACH CHORAL
AND INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT,

LAST NIGHT.

Mr Francis J. Foole’s Choir, nowi
numbering some 120 members, which
waa formed in the Amtumn of 194 for
the pyrpose’ of studying and perform-|
ing the masterpivces ﬂf_'lﬂl‘llll‘ﬂl litera- |
ture, gave onether convinoing proof of
excellent training at the Opera
last (Wednesdny) evening, before an ex-
. ocellingly large nnd thoroughly interes-
{tek nudience. The concert in question
was devoted entirely to John Bebasfian
Back, that oppertaining to the choral

rtion, being * The Passion of Our

Erd sooording  to St Matthew™.
.(annually given for mamy years past on
Tucedsy in Passion Wesk in Bt. Paul's
Cathedral, with Prge chorus and full
orchestras); tho great ngu!hyr’n tamous

* Chaconne” for selo wiolin, and lhis,
- * Concerto in 1 Miner™ for two violins,
forming the instrumental feature. In
' mentioning the. oonstruction of the  Bt.

w” Passion we take the liberty
of Teferring to the. mnalyitical notes em-
bodied in the ogramme, which deal

‘l;ilth Herr Spitta’s uham't]lu; wﬁr’k nmr
'this. great composer, so admiral r-
™ by Mr C. H. Btrange, Lhe
Honorary. Becretary. The nuthor Rgces
on to ssy that the grandenr and
breadth of 'the posti matter ore
adequately met by the musical means
made use of. ; sh has arranged it for
double chorus gven to each chorua
its pwn ozchastra nnd its own organ Ac-:
eompaniment; He has made w bruly
astounding use of these ‘two main
j mu of sound, both to emphasize all |
thml poetic value, alike from the
Jyric and dramatic point of viaw, and
'to express in musio the many elements
' which compose the mighty picture. In,
the unanimous ulterance meant to char-!

actise the vehemence of the‘[mﬁﬁfi
penum.trn of tf::tf. the i-,holznusl
commonly sing er in polyphony,:
only coaleseis in = compact four-part!
structure at the culminating poinis of '
their ion. In less emotional por-,
| tions,. Bach was satisfisd to employ only
{ one choir, as when "the servamnfs
Caiaphas address Peter ‘Surely thou
also art one of them." The' dicciples.
are represented only by the first choir;
but in all the chorales, éxcept where
au tary !1:;43. &re ln@n{ru.'owne'
except In - the deeply sigmificant
dramatic chotus ‘Truly this was m[
! Ben of 'God,’ the ehoirs combing in one |
1 aﬂ.‘-‘! -m.ln!.t {Ll'.hn wrand drignl 1
. tone-pictures o befinning and end,
and ‘towards the elase of tg-o first part,
Ilur work t-;:othee b8 & dmbln' choris.
with & grandiose progressign o 3
!nd in the opeming mnumber & third
chorue of one part uniy—sgnn.no
ripiano—is associ with them.”, Of
this, the first chorus of the w
Passion it may be added, it is geghrally
as the most exalted of
choral composition ever writtell. It
ia in nine distinot parts, sud forme
what should be » mast powerful ap |
! t¢ Chrishiane to oheerve bthe-wocrows. afs

Lacd. o dessription
words ean.do justios ta the wanderful
depiction of grief,.the anxions enqoiries
and answers of the people, and the poc.
Ii;u_ual of -our Baviour's patience dad

ve, 5 pool
" The sroper environmeat fov the great
Cantor’a v:.u:-'dorf‘l tone picture is unme

dunbbedly , but under the cir-
cumstanges no fanlt m.?“ionnd for
[ ol W ia. pal

‘stason of the Clmmh's; your) e T

. an art pertor

able inte consideratisn the fach
of many instrumsnts which wers in uss
in Bach’s day being mow obsolete), the
general idea in this 1espect, and conform~
ing in & we v measure with the
compesar’s inbes - Far instance, to
tide aver titd!\;\ll:‘uhr of the nbrence af

the wstring baswe, provided the accom-
panimeut in the soprama recit, “ Al-
dhough mine evas,” and the aria. * Jesun
Haviour,” which followse It maturally
goes withput saying that the recitatiom
aund airs in. connection with the tenor
amil buww ware sufe in the experiened
hands of Mr Thomas (libba anil Mr
Pereival Driver respectively, each of |
whom had wrduous dut es impored open !
him of an extremely exacting pature. !

Appertaining to Hach came h'm “i'on-
eerta in D Minor” for two violing, snd
slring orc*estra, which ejened th: cen-
cort; the kecond and third movements
heing rerfsrmed, - The soloiats were Herr
Uans Weaseley awd Mr Bpencer Dyke,
when their individval talent drew forth

spontaneovs cxclamnt ong of delight from
all nssembled.  Then followed anpolher
striking siccess in the marvellows inter-
pretation of the ** Chacoune™ for rolo

vialin, at the hands of Ilerr Weeseley,
the eminent virlueso, who it inay be
gratefully staled, <vinces the grealost
| poeeible inlereal in the varions enter-
| priecs of Mr F. J. Foxte—so far entered
inta-—-hy ecorsenting, sometimes at con-
suderihle saerifice, to appear at ench con-
cett  as wsolo violinist.  lerr Ians
Weeae'er's magnificent performsnce waa
naturaily veerived with much enthpsiasm.

In c'osing these few remnarks, with re-
ference to n very anceessful evening, we
may add that Mr Francis J. Foole's choir
have definitely drcided to Tohearse seve-
ral interesting worke with a view to their
publiv  performance in 19078, The
practires will begin in the early nutumn
with Mendelssshn'a * Elijuh,” and after-
wards HOrahms® “Ovrman  Reqniem,”
Dvarak’s “Te Denm,” and Strauss’s

Wanderer’s S8ong {o the Storm.” We
alsa understand that at the requeat of
a number of ladies, who desire to con-
tinue their studics of choral works until
the summer. Mr Foote has decided to
+ form o ladies* choir, to meet®at his
studio one afterncon a week, commeneing

i next month, when he will introduce some |
of the charming works written for female |

voices by  Behubert, Mendelnohn,
|Bmhmo, Tachaikownky, 'lenr.:me:n.. u:l

to perform them with an acoémpaniment

of string orchestra and harps.
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